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As she made history, Senator Smith
became a role model for many women.
One of them was my wife, Elizabeth,
who has told me of the time in 1960,
when, as a young college graduate in-
terning on Capitol Hill, she called upon
Senator Smith.

Not many Senators would share an
hour with a total stranger seeking ad-
vice, but that is just what Senator
Smith did. And she advised Elizabeth
to bolster her education with a law de-
gree—advice she eventually followed.

When President Bush presented the
Presidential Medal of Freedom to Sen-
ator Smith in 1989, he said that she
“‘looked beyond the politics of the time
to see the future of America, and she
made us all better for it.”

President Bush was right. Both this
Chamber and America are for the bet-
ter because of Margaret Chase Smith. I
know the Senate joins with me in send-
ing our condolences to the people of
Maine.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
wish to join my colleagues today in
commemorating Margaret Chase
Smith, the Republican Senator who
made history as the first woman to win
election to both Houses of Congress,
and the first woman ever to be elected
to the Senate.

It is a privilege to be a U.S. Senator.
And I am grateful to Margaret Chase
Smith for paving the way for me, and
the women before me, to serve in this
great Chamber. And more importantly,
I salute her for being an inspiration,
setting an example by being tough yet
compassionate.

Senator Smith’s accomplishments
were great. Among them, a long list of
firsts, including being the first woman
to sit on the Naval Affairs Committee
and to have her name advanced for the
Presidency at a national convention.
But it is here legislative record and her
long history of independence—always
voting her conscience, that has left a
last impression on me.

She was a political independent, vot-
ing with her party when she saw fit and
standing alone when she felt strongly
about an issue. Indeed, in her first
major address to the Senate on June 1,
1950, the freshman Senator denounced
Joseph McCarthy. She accused the Wis-
consin Senator of reducing the Senate
to a ‘‘forum of hate and character as-
sassination.” In 1954 she voted for his
censure.

McCarthy exacted his political pay-
back—expelling Senator Smith from a
key committee and, in her next elec-
tion, leading a vicious campaign
against her. Still, it was that speech
that was the beginning of the end or
his career and which cemented her
place in history.

In 1970, during the Vietnam war, she
addressed the Senate again in a speech
that was later expanded into a book
called ‘“A Declaration of Conscience.”
In that speech, the Maine Senator
warned Americans that ‘‘excessiveness
and overreactions on both sides is a
clear and present danger to American
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democracy.” Senator Smith knew that
if we did not elevate the level of polit-
ical discourse beyond mean-spirited-
ness, that we risked chipping away at
the democratic process itself.

Her standing up for what she believed
earned her the moniker ‘‘the con-
science of the Senate.”” But she stood
her ground without resorting to per-
sonal invective or shrill tactics. It is
this sort of reasoned debate and mod-
eration—the very principles that this
Chamber has always stood for—that
should continue to guide those of us
who sit here today.

Margaret Chase Smith was born in
Skowhegan, ME. Her father was the
town barber and her mother was a part-
time waitress. She herself earned only
a high-school education. She taught
grade school, was a telephone operator
and the circulation manager for a
weekly newspaper where she met her
husband, Clyde Harold Smith. When, in
1940, her husband died of a heart at-
tack, she successfully ran for his seat
in the House of Representatives. She
served four terms in the House. Later,
in the Senate, she served on the Appro-
priations, Aeronautical and Space com-
mittees and was the ranking Repub-
lican on the Senate Armed Services
Committee. She also was the chair-
woman of the Conference of Republican
Senators. Senator Smith served under
six presidents—from Franklin Roo-
sevelt to Richard Nixon.

Although she advanced considerably
in what was considered a man’s world,
Senator Smith did not consider herself
a champion of women’s rights. Yet she
wrote legislation that paved the way
for women to serve in the military and
later voted for the equal rights amend-
ment. By her example, Senator Smith
pioneered the way for many women, in-
cluding myself, to enter the political
arena.

Late in her career, Senator Smith
said: ‘I have no family, no time-con-
suming hobbies. I have only myself and
my job as United States Senator.”

It is in her job as a U.S. Senator that
Margaret Chase Smith distinguished
herself, and that she will always be re-
membered and honored.

Ms. SNOWE. I thank my colleagues
once again for their participation in
this tribute to a remarkable woman
who led a remarkable life, and all the
causes she espoused in her political ca-
reer would serve us well today. It cer-
tainly serves as an important reminder
of the standards we should establish as
public servants, and hopefully that will
carry through the years to come.

With that, Mr. President, I conclude
this tribute to Senator Margaret Chase
Smith.

————

WAS CONGRESS IRRESPONSIBLE?
THE VOTERS HAVE SAID YES

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, before
contemplating today’s bad news about
the Federal debt, let us do that little
pop quiz once more. Remember—one
question, one answer:

June 6, 1995

Question: How many million dollars
are in $1 trillion? While you are arriv-
ing at an answer, bear in mind that it
was the U.S. Congress that ran up the
Federal debt that now exceeds $4.9 tril-
lion.

To be exact, as of the close of busi-
ness Monday, June 5, the exact Federal
debt—down to the penny—stood at
$4,903,927,957,327.07. This means that
every man, woman, and child in Amer-
ica now owes $18,615.39 computed on a
per capita basis.

Mr. President, back to the pop quiz:
How many million in a trillion? There
are one million million in a trillion.

———

COMPREHENSIVE TERRORISM
PREVENTION ACT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the hour of 9:45 hav-
ing arrived and passed, the Senate will
now resume consideration of S. 735,
which the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 735) to prevent and punish acts of
terrorism, and for other purposes.

The Senate resumed consideration of
the bill.

Pending:

Hatch/Dole amendment No. 1199, in the na-
ture of a substitute.

Hatch (for Smith) amendment No. 1203 (to
amendment No. 1199), to make technical
changes.

Hatch (for Pressler) amendment No. 1205
(to amendment No. 1199), to establish Fed-
eral penalties for the production and dis-
tribution of false identification documents.

Hatch (for Specter) amendment No. 1206 (to
amendment No. 1199), to authorize assistance
to foreign nations to procure explosives de-
tection equipment.

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CAMPBELL). The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I want
to make a brief statement so all my
colleagues understand the situation.
We were supposed to start this amend-
ment at 9:45. I have been prepared since
last night. I was here on the floor at
9:30 this morning and have been here
straight through, but I do feel it cru-
cial that the chairman of the com-
mittee be here because he and I are
trying to work out this amendment.

I think it very important that he
hears my arguments. It is a very
straightforward amendment that deals
with extending the statute of limita-
tions to give our law enforcement peo-
ple more of a chance to go after and ar-
rest and convict those who would vio-
late some very serious laws that are on
our books.

I have brought this amendment to
the Senate floor because of Oklahoma
City, and I feel it is so important that
I have sent a message through the Re-
publican leadership that I will be ready
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